KSS English 10 McConnell

The Chrysalids Chapter I 
1. What is the narrator’s dream? Describe it, how it was different than the author’s world, and why it helps establish the setting of the book.
2. Who does the author meet, and what does he discover about this person?
3. What promise does David make to his friend’s mother? Why is this promise important? What are the consequences for breaking the promise?
4. What special ability do we learn that David has, and what are the circumstances under which the reader learns this? Why does this fact allow David to especially appreciate his promise? 

5. What is this society afraid of? What do they believe is behind their fear? What is the religious basis of their fears, and the rules they have made to deal with them?
6. What doubts does David have about what he has learned about his friend, and how the laws of his society apply to this situation?

Chapter 2
1. What is the name of David’s community? Who built it? What position does his family hold because of this?
2. What are the two books that are left to form the society? What kind of society have they created? How does the characterization of David’s grandfather demonstrate the author’s point about this kind of living?
3. Who were the Old People, and what were they like? What can you extrapolate (guess) about what happened to the Old People, and how is this relevant to our society now?
4. What is the big sign that hangs facing the main door to David’s house? Explain why this is an example of foreboding.
5. Explain why it is significant that this fear in society comes more from Nicholson’s Repentences than from the Bible. Remember that Nicholson’s Repentences is not a real book, but one written after the Old People disappeared.
6. What are some examples of Deviations?
7. What are the differences between the livable areas, the Fringes, and the Badlands? Considering what the reader understands about the demise of the Old people, and the effects of radiation, explain the existence of these three states.
8. How are the fringes people a threat? Why are the stories about fringes people eating children a comment on religious mythology?
.

