How to Read a Poem
(Ideally, you are able to mark the text and note items in the margin.  If not, have sticky notes or a separate sheet of paper on which to comment and consider)
1. Read straight through for enjoyment.  Try not to worry about understanding everything.

2. Read again, this time for meaning.  Look for clues that will help you understand the poem, especially words or phrases that suggest emotion or feeling.  Put a box around any words you are unsure of and look them up.  Summarize each stanza.

3. Read again and determine mood (feeling within poem) and tone (poet's attitude toward subject or toward reader).  What about imagery?  How do the elements add to the meaning?  How does the poem make you feel?  Note words/phrases which strike you or add to author's meaning or purpose.

4. Summarize "big idea" of poem and poet's tone and theme.

5. Connect poem to you and your life or life, in general.

