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Psych 12AP  Chapter 1 and Introduction Test


1.
The suggestion that psychology is less a set of facts than a method of evaluating ideas best highlights the ________ nature of psychology. 

A)
youthful 

B)
behavioral 

C)
scientific 

D)
introspective 

2.
Molly wonders whether personality differences between her African-American and white friends result from biological or cultural differences. In this instance, Molly is primarily concerned with the issue of: 

A)
rationality versus irrationality. 

B)
nature versus nurture. 

C)
behavior versus mental processes. 

D)
stability versus change. 

E)
observation versus introspection. 

3.
The survival of organisms best suited to a particular environment is known as: 

A)
introspection. 

B)
natural selection. 

C)
behavior modification. 

D)
habituation. 

4.
The neuroscience perspective in psychology would be most likely to emphasize that behavior is influenced by: 

A)
environmental circumstances. 

B)
brain chemistry. 

C)
unconscious conflicts. 

D)
subjective interpretations. 

5.
The distinctive feature of the psychodynamic perspective is its emphasis on: 

A)
natural selection. 

B)
brain chemistry. 

C)
social norms. 

D)
unconscious conflicts. 

E)
learned behaviors. 

6.
Which perspective would emphasize that the differing political and economic systems of the United States and China lead citizens of these two countries to adopt many different customs and attitudes? 

A)
evolutionary 

B)
cognitive 

C)
psychodynamic 

D)
social-cultural 

E)
neuroscience 

7.
Dr. Santaniello conducts basic research on how children's moral thinking changes as they grow older. It is most likely that Dr. Santaniello is a(n) ________ psychologist. 

A)
social 

B)
clinical 

C)
developmental 

D)
industrial/organizational 

8.
Which psychological specialists are most likely to be involved in applied research? 

A)
industrial/organizational psychologists 

B)
developmental psychologists 

C)
personality psychologists 

D)
biological psychologists 

9.
The specialist most likely to have a medical degree is a(n): 

A)
clinical psychologist. 

B)
industrial/organizational psychologist. 

C)
developmental psychologist. 

D)
psychiatrist. 

10.
Dr. Robinson conducts basic research on the relationship between brain chemistry and intellectual functioning. Which psychological specialty does Dr. Robinson's research best represent? 

A)
social psychology 

B)
clinical psychology 

C)
biological psychology 

D)
industrial/organizational psychology 

11.
The hindsight bias refers to people's tendency to: 

A)
dismiss the value of replication. 

B)
reject any ideas that can't be scientifically tested. 

C)
exaggerate their ability to have foreseen the outcome of past events. 

D)
assume that correlation proves causation. 

E)
overestimate the extent to which others share their opinions. 
12.
Several weeks after a political election, voters often exaggerate their ability to have predicted the election outcome. This best illustrates: 

A)
the placebo effect. 

B)
the false consensus effect. 

C)
illusory correlation. 

D)
the hindsight bias. 

13.
The two most fundamental characteristics of the scientific attitude are: 

A)
pride and enthusiasm. 

B)
ingenuity and practicality. 

C)
creativity and patience. 

D)
skepticism and humility. 

14.
A questioning attitude regarding psychologists' assumptions and hidden values best illustrates: 

A)
the false consensus effect. 

B)
skeptical inquiry. 

C)
the hindsight bias. 

D)
overconfidence. 

E)
illusory correlation. 

15.
The scientific attitude requires an open-minded humility because it involves a willingness to: 

A)
perceive order in random events. 

B)
reject any ideas that can't be scientifically tested. 

C)
recognize the errors in our own theories. 

D)
respect any religious beliefs that contradict our own. 

16.
A hypothesis is a(n): 

A)
observable relationship between specific independent and dependent variables. 

B)
testable prediction that gives direction to research. 

C)
set of principles that organizes and explains newly discovered facts. 

D)
unprovable assumption about the unobservable processes that underlie psychological functioning. 

17.
The case study is a research method in which: 

A)
a single individual is studied in great detail. 

B)
a representative sample of people are questioned regarding their opinions or behaviors. 

C)
organisms are carefully observed in a laboratory environment. 
D) an investigator manipulates one or more variables that might affect behavior.


18.
In which type of research is a representative sample of people asked to answer questions about their behaviors or opinions? 

A)
experimentation 

B)
the survey 

C)
the case study 

D)
naturalistic observation 

19.
Surveys indicate that people are much less likely to support "government welfare" than "government aid to the needy." These somewhat paradoxical survey results best illustrate the importance of: 

A)
random sampling. 

B)
wording effects. 

C)
hindsight bias. 

D)
the false consensus effect. 

E)
naturalistic observation. 

20.
The tendency to overestimate the extent to which others share our own attitudes is known as: 

A)
the hindsight bias. 

B)
the false consensus effect. 

C)
illusory correlation. 

D)
an illusion of control. 

21.
If those who watch a lot of TV violence are also particularly likely to behave aggressively, this would NOT necessarily indicate that watching TV violence influences aggressive behavior because: 

A)
random sequences often don't look random. 

B)
correlation does not prove causation. 

C)
sampling extreme cases leads to false generalizations. 

D)
events often seem more probable in hindsight. 

22.
Illusory correlation refers to: 

A)
the perception of a relationship between two variables that does NOT actually exist. 

B)
a correlation that exceeds the value of +1.00. 

C)
a cluster of points on a scatterplot that suggests a correlation between two variables. 

D)
a correlation that is not statistically significant. 

23.
Our tendency to notice and remember instances in which a premonition of an unlikely phone call is actually followed by the call most clearly contributes to: 

A)
the false consensus effect. 

B)
an illusory correlation. 

C)
replication. 

D)
the placebo effect. 

24.
Which of the following methods is most helpful for revealing cause-effect relationships? 

A)
the survey 

B)
the experiment 

C)
correlational research 

D)
naturalistic observation 

25.
Being randomly assigned to the experimental condition in a research project involves being assigned: 

A)
to that condition by chance. 

B)
to the condition in which participants are representative of people in general. 

C)
in a fashion that ensures that the independent variable will have a strong effect on the dependent variable. 

D)
to the condition in which participants are all very similar in personality characteristics. 

26.
Government experts who are convinced of the correctness of their own mistaken political predictions most clearly demonstrate: 

A)
illusory correlation. 

B)
the false consensus effect. 

C)
overconfidence. 

D)
the placebo effect. 

27.
The biases and errors of people's everyday judgments illustrate the need for: 

A)
critical thinking. 

B)
curious skepticism. 

C)
open-minded humility. 

D)
all of the above. 

28.
Psychological theories: 

A)
organize scientific observations. 

B)
explain observed facts. 

C)
generate hypotheses. 

D)
do all the above. 

29.
A specification of how a researcher measures a research variable is known as a(n): 

A)
standard deviation. 

B)
control condition. 

C)
replication. 

D)
operational definition. 

E)
case study. 

30.
People often fail to make accurate generalizations because they are unduly influenced by ________ cases. 

A)
randomly selected 

B)
vivid 

C)
representative 

D)
the most frequently occurring 

31.
Psychologists who carefully watch the behavior of chimpanzees in the jungle are using a research method known as: 

A)
the survey. 

B)
experimentation. 

C)
naturalistic observation. 

D)
the case study. 

E)
random sampling. 

32.
A statistical measure that indicates the extent to which changes in one factor are accompanied by changes in another is called a(n): 

A)
standard deviation. 

B)
independent variable. 

C)
correlation coefficient. 

D)
mean. 

33.
In order to represent graphically the correlation between two variables, researchers often construct a: 

A)
skewed distribution. 

B)
scatterplot. 

C)
standard deviation. 

D)
bar graph. 

34.
Which of the following provides a statistical measure of both the direction and the strength of a relationship between two variables? 

A)
correlation coefficient 

B)
standard deviation 

C)
range 

D)
mean 

35.
In which type of research would an investigator manipulate one factor in order to observe its effect on some behavior or mental process? 

A)
the survey 

B)
the case study 

C)
experimentation 

D)
naturalistic observation 

36.
During the last Central High School basketball game, the starting five players scored 11, 7, 21, 14, and 7 points, respectively. For this distribution of scores, the range is: 

A)
7. 

B)
11. 

C)
12. 

D)
14. 

E)
21. 

37.
A sample average can be used to estimate a population average with greater precision if the sample is: 

A)
large. 

B)
a skewed distribution. 

C)
highly variable. 

D)
vivid and memorable. 

38.
In order to decide whether observed differences between samples reflect actual differences between populations, it is necessary to determine the ________ of the observed differences. 

A)
mean 

B)
range 

C)
standard deviation 

D)
statistical significance 

39.
In the control condition of an experiment the: 

A)
experimenter exerts the greatest influence on participants' behavior. 

B)
research participants are exposed to all the different experimental treatments. 

C)
research participants are exposed to the most favorable levels of experimental treatment. 

D)
experimental treatment is absent. 

40.
The mean of a distribution of scores is the: 

A)
most frequently occurring score. 

B)
arithmetic average of all the scores. 

C)
least frequently occurring score. 

D)
score exceeded by 50 percent of all the scores. 

41.
In a psychological experiment, the factor that may be influenced by the manipulated experimental treatment is called the ________ variable. 

A)
dependent 

B)
experimental 

C)
control 

D)
independent 

42.
Which of the following is a measure of the degree of variation among a set of events? 

A)
mean 

B)
scatterplot 

C)
standard deviation 

D)
normal distribution 

E)
correlation coefficient 

43.
The difference between the highest and lowest scores in a distribution is the: 

A)
mean. 

B)
range. 

C)
median. 

D)
standard deviation. 

E)
percentile rank. 

44.
In a psychological experiment, the factor that is manipulated by the investigator is called the ________ variable. 

A)
dependent 

B)
independent 

C)
control 

D)
experimental 

45.
Coile and Miller's analysis of animal research published during a 5-year period in American Psychological Association journals revealed that psychologists: 

A)
shocked animals with extremely painful shocks that caused them to die. 

B)
allowed animals to die slowly from hunger and thirst. 

C)
placed animals in isolation chambers until they were driven insane. 

D)
did all the above. 

E)
did none of the above. 
Answer Key

1.
C


2.
B


3.
B


4.
B


5.
D


6.
D


7.
C


8.
A


9.
D


10.
C


11.
C


12.
D


13.
D


14.
B


15.
C


16.
B


17.
A


18.
B


19.
B


20.
B


21.
B


22.
A


23.
B


24.
B


25.
A


26.
C


27.
D


28.
D


29.
D


30.
B


31.
C


32.
C


33.
B


34.
A


35.
C


36.
D


37.
A


38.
D


39.
D


40.
B


41.
A


42.
C


43.
B


44.
B


45.
E
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